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:ﻋﻠﻰ ﺑﻦ أﺑﻰ ﻃﺎﻟﺐ أﻻﻣﻴﺮاﻟﻤﺆﻣﻨﻴﻦ )ع( ﻗﺎل

".ﻋﻘُﻮﻟِـﻬَﺎ
ُ ل ﺷَﺎ َرآَـــﻬَﺎ ﻓِﻰ
َ ﻦ ﺷَﺎ َو َر اﻟــــ ﱢﺮﺟَﺎ
ْ ﻚ َو َﻣ
َ ﺳ َﺘ َﺒ ﱠﺪ ِﺑ َﺮ ْأ ِﻳ ِﻪ َهَﻠ
ْ ﻦإ
ِ " َﻣ
Imam Ali (AS) stated:
“Whosoever is persistent in his own opinion will perish, and whosoever counsels with others becomes a partner
with their intellect.”
A true Muslim constantly probes into the good and the bad of every matter, and when he is in doubt he will
seek the opinion and advice of experts and those whose wisdom he trusts.
:(ﻋﻠَﻴﻪ و اﻟﻪ
َ رﺳﻮل اﻟﻠﱠﻪ )ﺻﻠىﺎﻟﻠﱠﻪ

".ى
ٍ ﺳ َﻌ َﺪ ِﺑﺈِﺳ ِﺘ ْﻐﻨَﺎ ٍء ِﺑ َﺮ ْأ
َ ﺸ َﻮ َر ٍة َو ﻣَﺎ
ْ ﻂ ِﺑ َﻤ
ﻋ ْﺒ ٌﺪ َﻗ ﱠ
َ ﺷﻘَﻰ
َ "ﻣَﺎ
The Holy Prophet (SAW) stated:
“No one has become miserable by consulting, and no one has become prosperous by insisting in his own way.”
He (SAW) also said: “The foundation of intellect, after believing in Allah, is kindness with people, and
everyone is in need of consultation.”
Raaghib Isfahani, in his famous “Mufradaat” (“Vocabulary of the Qur’an”), describes ( َﻣ ْﺸ َﻮرَةMashwarah) as:

".ﺾ
ِ ﻰ ا ْﻟ َﺒ ْﻌ
َ ﺾ إِﻟ
ِ ﺟ َﻌ ِﺔ ا ْﻟ َﺒ ْﻌ
َ ى ِﺑ ُﻤﺮَا
ِ ج اﻟﺮﱠا
ُ ﺨﺮَا
ْ ﺳ ِﺘ
ْ ﺸ َﻮ َر ُة ِا
ْ ”َا ْﻟ َﻤ
“Deriving a (correct) inference by consulting one another.” This means that when someone does not have a
proper opinion on a subject, he gains necessary information by making an inquiry from an informed person.
Consultation is a norm in the Islamic decision making process, and it is recommended for Muslims to seek
advice on every important issue pertinent to their life on earth and in the Hereafter. It is even stated that those
who are more enlightened would be apt to ask for others’ opinions.
Allah (SWT), in the Holy Qur’an, Surah 3 verse 159, in order to abolish closed-minded autocratic thinking and
cultivate an Islamic civility among the early Muslims, commands the Holy Prophet (SAW), in spite of his
divinely inspired knowledge, to make consultation with the believers.

".ﻷ ْﻣ ِﺮ
َ  َو ﺷَﺎ ِو ْرهُﻢ ﻓِﻰ ْا....."
“....and consult with them upon the conduct of affairs.”
Similarly, in Sura Al-Shura, verse 38, it states:

".ن
َ ﺳ َﺘﺠَﺎﺑُﻮ ْا ِﻟﺮﱠﺑ ِﻬ ْﻢ َو َأﻗَﺎﻣُﻮا اﻟﺼﱠﻠﻮ َة َو َأ ْﻣ ُﺮ ُه ْﻢ ﺷُﻮرى َﺑ ْﻴ َﻨ ُﻬ ْﻢ َو ِﻣﻤﱠﺎ َر َزﻗْﻨ ُﻬ ْﻢ ُﻳ ْﻨ ِﻔ ُﻘ ْﻮ
ْ ﻦا
َ "وَاﱠﻟ ِﺬ ْﻳ
“And those who respond to their Lord and establish prayer, and (conduct) their affairs with counsel among
themselves, and what we have provided them with their sustenance they spend.”
An opinionated person who does not counsel with others in order to make a more appropriate choice or an
intelligent decision, would, in all likelihood, encounter perplexities and perhaps an endless cycle of
complications.

Because the focus of Islam is on man and his behavior, man must be correctly informed of what he is striving
for and what the true purpose of life is. An accurate perception of the purpose of life is absolutely crucial in the
entire doctrine of resurrection in Islam, since the “weighing of the deeds” presupposes and, to some extent,
depends on it.
It is essential for Muslims to remain steadfast in their pursuit of ultimate truth, and, in order to achieve this, a
believer must vigorously seek and contemplate other opinions and, ultimately, choose the best. This is why
Islam constantly exhorts people to give their unreserved and sincere opinion whenever approached for
consultation. For example, it is reported from The Holy Prophet (SAW) stating:
:(ﻋﻠَﻴﻪ و اﻟﻪ
َ رﺳﻮل اﻟﻠﱠﻪ )ﺻﻠىﺎﻟﻠﱠﻪ

ﻋَﻠ ْﻴ ِﻪ
َ ﺸ ْﺮ
ِ ﺣ ُﺪ ُآ ْﻢ َأﺧَﺎ ُﻩ َﻓ ْﻠ ُﻴ
َ ِإذَا ْا ﺳ َﺘﺸَﺎ َر َأ
“When your brother seeks the counsel of any one of you, you should give your (honest) opinion.”
It is in this context that Islam’s assertion for a sound education and acquisition of undistorted information,
transmitted by immaculate sources and the sharing of it with others, shows its significance.
Also it is imperative for a Muslim to live a righteous and an exemplary life in all different circumstances. One
must have utmost certainty and a firm conviction such that every important task in life is performed with a clear
perception and accuracy.
It is quite obvious that all people are not at the same mental and intellectual level. Nor do they possess the same
knowledge and proficiency on every subject. Therefore, it is reasonable that a Muslim should acquire important
information in a sound way to avoid the perils of uncertainties in a changing world.
On the other hand, a spontaneous negative reaction to another opinion is also a sign of arrogance which is
contradictory to the humility and down-to-earth nature of a true believer. Equally, giving inadequate or
deceptive advice is inconsistent with the spirit of Islamic ethics and thus prohibited. The following prophetic
hadith further illustrates this point:
:(ﻋﻠَﻴﻪ و اﻟﻪ
َ رﺳﻮل اﻟﻠﱠﻪ )ﺻﻠىﺎﻟﻠﱠﻪ

".ل ِﺑ ِﻪ َﻓ َﻌَﻠ ُﻪ
َ ﺸ ْﺮ ِﺑﻤَﺎ َﻟ ْﻮ َﻧ َﺰ
ِ ن َأﺷَﺎ َر َﻓ ْﻠ ُﻴ
ْ  َﻓِﺈ، ﺖ
َ ﺳ َﻜ
َ ن ﺷَﺎ َء
ْ ن ﺷَﺂ َء َأﺷَﺎ َر َو ِإ
ْ ﻦ َﻓِﺈ
ٌ ﺴ َﺘﺸَﺎ ُر ﻣُﺆ َﺗ َﻤ
ْ ”َأ ْﻟ ُﻤ
“A consultant is a trustee. If he chooses, he should give advice. If he decides to, he can remain silent. However,
if he gives advice it must be that which he would apply to himself.”
Once we determine that the essential purpose of consultation is to gain from the wisdom and intelligence of
others, what primarily concerns us is the all-important question: who is the most reliable candidate for this
purpose?
Obviously, one should seek the opinion of the experts, whose higher mental and intellectual capacities are in
tandem with their knowledge and unwavering faith in Allah (SWT). But this is not to say that Islam regards
consultation with ordinary Muslims as inadmissible.
The Holy Prophet (SAW) also stated:
“Whoever decides to perform a task and consults with a Muslim, Allah will make him successful in the most
appropriate way.”

It is however, conceivable that to consult with those who suffer from spiritual, ethical, and intellectual deficits
may evoke confusion, misrepresentation, and perhaps more uncertainty.
And this belief is further reinforced when we examine the Holy Qur’an and the authentic words of the Holy
Prophet (SAW) on “Mashwarah” (consultation). Shaykh Saduq (RA), in his classic work “Al-Khisaal,” reports
the following hadith from the Holy Prophet (SAW):

ﺼًﺎ َﻓِﺈ ﱠﻧ ُﻪ
َ ﺣ ِﺮ ْﻳ
َ ن
ﻻ ُﺗﺸَﺎ ِو َر ﱠ
َ ﻚ َو
َ ﻦ ﻏَﺎ َﻳ ِﺘ
ْﻋ
َ ﻚ
َ ﺼ ُﺮ ِﺑ
ِ ﻞ َﻓِﺈ ﱠﻧ ُﻪ َﻳ ْﻘ
َ ن ا ْﻟ َﺒﺨِﻴ
ﻻ ُﺗﺸَﺎ ِو َر ﱠ
َ ج َو
َ ﺨ َﺮ
ْ ﻚ ا ْﻟ َﻤ
َ ﻋَﻠ ْﻴ
َ ﻖ
ُ ﻀ ْﻴ
ِ ﺟﺒَﺎ َﻧًﺎ َﻓِﺈ ﱠﻧ ُﻪ َﻳ
ِ ن
ﻻ ُﺗﺸَﺎ ِو َر ﱠ
َ ﻋﻠِﻰ
َ "ﻳَﺎ
".ﺷ َﺮهَﺎ
َ ﻚ
َ ﻦ َﻟ
ُ ُﻳ َﺰﻳﱢ
“O Ali, do not make consultation with the cowardly as he would make the escape route constricted (in your
mind), do not consult with a miser as he would make your goal insignificant, and do not counsel with a
covetous person as he would add luster to greediness.”

